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All that was mortal of John F. Kennedy
lies in Arlington Cemetery overlooking the
banks of the Potomac for which he had such
love, but his spirit of devotion to his coun-
try will remain forever with us as an inspira-
tion to carry on the cause which he held
s0 dear. The heaviest burden now falls
upon Lyndon Baines Johnson, who became
President of the United States at the moment
John F. Kennedy's thread of life was cut
by an assassin’s bullet.

But all citizens of these American States
in some measure must share the burden that
now rests on the shoulders of President
Johnson. In his first public utterance as
Chief Executive, President Johnson said this
to the people of America and the world: *I
will do my best. That is all I can do. I ask
your help—and God's.” His words were a
commitment, and a challenge, worthy of the
best that is in all of us.

The Nation must go on. The threads of
the fabric that was so rudely torn apart
that day In Dallas must be gathered and
rewoven into an even stronger fabric of
freedom and dignity. We must wear it with
renewed consciousness that the entire world
is watching us. We must so wear this gar-
ment of liberty and dignity so that in years
to come the entire world will be wrapped in
its folds. That is the lest we can do to
honor this man who gave so much that free-
dom should never perish from the face of
the earth. That is our task and the task of
future generations. We must not fail.

[From the Middletown Press, Nov. 25, 1963]
THE PRIDE AND THE SHAME

Unto the land he so dearly loved, Presi-
dent Eennedy was committed today. The
last drum roll has dirged, the last calsson
has rolled, the last 21-gun salute has echoed
across Pennsylvania Avenue and the green
hills of Arlington. The last chords of “Hall
to the Chief” have drifted away, and now
the land has hushed.

There were kings and queens, and princes,
and prime ministers and presidents today in
Washington, the largest assemblage of for-
eign dignitaries ever at once on our shores.
And there were thousands of common people
too, coming from near and far of this uncom-
mon land where young men, many young
men, have grown up to be President.

The pageantry and dignity of it all brought
us closer to the national fabric and made us
proud.

Steadfastly, Mrs, Jacqueline EKennedy has
proved an example to us all. As her hus-
band was a courageous man—which Ernest
Hemingway once described as grace under

pressure, so she has again proved to be a
gal!.ant- lady. With her tiny children, she has
borne with bravery the awful hours that
began for her near noon on Friday. The ring
she placed in her husband’s dead hand, the
kiss she bestowed upon our flag so proudly
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draped, are moments none of us will soon
forget.

Would it be that this was the whole story.
But yesterday in Dallas the terrible hours
continued. In the police station of the city
that formerly saw Vice President Johnson
spat upon, Adlai Stevenson attacked by
pickets, and our President murdered, the
prisoner charged with assassinating the Pres-
ident was murdered in the full view of the
Nation.

And Dallas is worried about its image.

Whatever may be said about the wisdom of
President Kennedy having gone to Dallas, or
the security precautions taken there, what
can be sald about murder in the police sta-
tion? What can be sald about a nation that
harbors so people so conscious of its
image, so oblivious to its laws, so willing to
disregard its legal and moral precepts?
Somewhere we are all failing, and not just in
Dallas.

If the majesty of a young President who
gave his life for his country cannot be ob-
scured by such horrible events, the least we
as citizens can do ls to rededicate ourselves
to all that is uniquely great about our coun-
try—that man does not take the law into his
own hands, that man does follow the law of
the land whether he likes it or not, that man
should care for his substance and not his
image. It 1s in the support of these ideals
that we must persist.

[From the New London Day, Nov. 25, 1963]
No ONE'S ABOVE THE LAwW

“Why is everybody going around shooting
each other?” the 8-year-old boy asked.
Enowing only of the small world around
him in which he is occupied chiefily with
school and play, he Is innocent of complex
adult emotions. Perhaps because of this, his
reaction 1s uniquely objective. After the
starkness of the weekend's reality has
softened and the Natlon is able to consider
more fully what has happened, many of the
boy's elders must try to find the answer to
his question.

The shocking developments in Dallas
culminated yesterday in the slaying of the
President’s alleged assassin, even while he
was under heavy police guard. This deed
was done by a man who walked unques-
tioned into the Dallas city jail and to within
a foot of his quarry, still undergoing ques-
tioning as the prime suspect in the slaying
of Mr. Eennedy.

As a result, we might well ask whatever be-
came of the prineciples of law and order in
America, or, with the little boy, “Why is
everybody golng around shooting each
other.”

The breakdown seems to have begun long
before the assassination. It had been evi-
dent not only in Dallas but In hamlets and
metropolises in many parts of the United
States. It is apparent in contempt for the
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minor laws -as well as in the studled disre-
gard for basic concepts of human dignity
and rights embodied in the Constitution.

Lee Harvey Oswald didn’t act for humanity
in his heinous crime on Friday. Jack
Rubinstein, the Dallas nightclub operator
who slew Oswald, didn't act for Amerieans,
Both took the law into their own hands.

As a result of Rubinstein's shot there
may always be doubt as to the origins, and
the possibility of others being involved, in
the tragedy of Friday. It did not avenge Mr.
Kennedy or the American people. There can
be no sympathy for those who place them-
selves above the law.

The terror of the past weekend can be
answered only in one way: The American
people must renew their bellef in law and
order, in small matters and large. Freedom
is based on prineiple and has its limits. The
sober aftermath of the events in Dallas Is
the time to give deep thought about whether
the Natlon can afford to encourage or even
tolerate those who would live above 1ts laws.

[Prom the Leader, Rockvnle Conn., Nov. 25,
1963]

A DaY oF MOURNING

Today is a day of monrning, not only for
the Kennedy family, but for all the people
of the United States and indeed the whole
world.

Word Friday that President Kennedy had
been assassinated spread quickly and stunned
everyone. Certainly nothing has happened
in the United States since Pear]l Harbor that
has come with such a shock.

To be sure, leaders have been assassinated
in other countries of the world, and indeed
three previous Presidents of the United
States have died at the hands of assassins,
However, most Americans have felt that we
had reached a degree of civilization where
such things could not happen.

President Kennedy was the youngest man
ever to be elected to the Presidency. During
his less than 3 years in office, he was called
upon to face problems of a magnitude that
few peacetime Presidents have had to face.
He did this with initiative and courage.

Certainly at 46 his potential for many
years of productive, useful service was great,
and he most certainly would have found
ways to continue his public service after his
years in the Presidency were over.

In his inaugural address, President Ken-
nedy sald: “Ask not what your country can
do for you—ask what you can do for your
country.” His own life was a personification
of these words for his contributions in war
and peace were many, including the greatest
contribution of all—his own 1ife.

The whole world is sorrowing with Mrs.
Eennedy, the two Eennedy children whose
relationship with their father was an ideal
one, other members of his family, and his
close assoclates.

SENATE

Fripay, NovEMBER 29, 1963

The Senate met at 9 o’clock am., and
was called to order by Hon. LEE METCALF,
a Senator from the State of Montana.

DESIGNATION OF ACTING PRESI-
DENT PRO TEMPORE

The legislative clerk read the following

letter:
U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, D.C., November 29, 1963.

To the Senate:

Being temporarily absent from the Senate,
I appoint Hon. Lee MeTcaLr, a Senator from
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the State of Montana, to perform the duties
of the Chalr during my absence.
Canr HAYDEN,
President pro tempore.

Mr. METCALF thereupon took the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

AUTHORITY TO RECEIVE MESSAGES
AND SIGN ENROLLED BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS DURING RE-
CESS
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Without objection, during the

recess the Secretary of the Senate is
authorized to receive messages from the

House of Representatives, and the Pre-

siding Officer is authorized to sign bills
and joint resolutions passed by the two
Houses and found truly enrolled.

RECESS UNTIL TUESDAY,

DECEMBER 3, 1963
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senate, under ifts order of
Wednesday last, will now recess until 12

o’clock noon on Tuesday next.
Thereupon (at 9 o’clock and 1 minute
a.m.) the Senate took a recess, under the
order of Wednesday, November 27, 1963,
until Tuesday, December 3, 1963, at 12

o’'clock meridian,
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